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It is interesting to note that, whereas in the Vocabulary Tests
already referred to1 the scores of boys were found to be higher
as a rule than those of the girls, in this test the position was
reversed.
Whether a child will do this test well or not would seem to
depend upon his age and his experience. If he is too young he
will not appreciate the fact that a proverb has a reference to
things outside the range of its literal application. And eyen if
he is old enough to realize this he is likely to be slower than
other children in gathering its wider implications when he does
not hear plenty of good idiomatic talk at school and at home.
It was found that reasonably clever boys of eleven from poor
districts did so badly as to make the test a poor one to estimate
their intelligence by. But older boys and girls were able to show
considerably more of their intelligence in their attempt to do
the test. The average correlations of the scores in an intelligence
test with those in this proverbs and idioms test, together with
the average probable errors, obtained in^ eight well-taught schools
in fairly good working-class districts were: 0-54 + -068 at
11-12 years; 0-62 +-080 at 12-13 years; and 0-69 + -087
at 13-14 years.
19. ANALYSIS OF RESULTS
An analysis of the errors most commonly made by the children
showed clearly that when they were in doubt or ignorant of the
meaning of a proverb what they did was to select the sentence
with the apparently literal meaning. Thus, sentence 11 (b] and
12 (a) in the examples quoted above were as often selected by
the younger children as the correct sentences.
In seeking to select what they regarded as the literal meaning
of a proverb the children seemed to look first for a sentence
containing some striking word which they remembered from the
corresponding proverb. Thus, 18 (b) was frequently but wrongly
chosen on account of the word "poisoned" in it, the word
"poison" having been used in the proverb to be matched.
The weaker children were also apt to go wrong when a proverb
called out a strong interest or emotion. For example, in inter-
preting "Necessity is the mother of invention," a great many
girls were misled into matching it with "Necessity is like a
mother, fond of looking after invention, her child," owing no
doubt to their mothering interest having been aroused. On the
other hand those boys with a strong cupboard love were misled
into matching it with "What a child needs it usually asks its
mother for."
1 See p. 54.